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Construction Manager 

Tonn & Blank, Inc.

General Contractor 

R.A. Snemis Construction Co.

Sitework 

Delta III, Inc.

Dewatering

Delta III, Inc.

Masonry

R.A. Snemis Construction Co.

Insulation & Roofing

R.A. Snemis Construction Co.

Glass & Glazing

Trout Glass & Mirror 

Doors & Windows

 R.A. Snemis Construction Co.

Plumbing

Mechanical Concepts, Inc.

HVAC

Mechanical Concepts, Inc.

Electrical

Sweney Electric Company, Inc.

Lighting Supplier 

Graybar Electric Company, Inc.

Drywall 

R.A. Snemis Construction Co.

Fire Sprinkler System

Shambaugh & Sons, LP

Painting

Stan’s Painting & Decorating

Fire Alarm System

Sweney Electric Company, Inc.

Asphalt Paving

Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc.

Walsh & Kelly, Inc.

Concrete Curbs & Sidewalks

Doug & Steve’s Concrete

Contractor List for 
Bellaboo’s at Three 
Rivers County Park Not Your

Typical
Playland

Anymore it seems as if kids at 
an earlier age are attached to 
computers, gameboys and oth-
er electronic toy devices that 

provide entertainment, and some educational 
value. But the $9.5 billion computer and video 
game industry to a large extent is centered on 
the child forming a relationship with the elec-
tronic mechanism. Being a kid, though, means 
learning about the world around you through 
means other than a machine run on electricity 
or batteries. Researchers indicate children gain 
an understanding about the world by using their 
senses and social interaction.

The Lake County Parks and Recreation 
Department may have figured out a way to help 
small children build a greater awareness of the 
world they live in. The parks department is capi-
talizing on a concept known as “edutainment,” 
a form of entertainment designed to educate and 
amuse. Bellaboo’s, a children’s play and dis-
covery center, opening this summer, is a one of 
a kind facility located in Three Rivers County 
Park in Lake County. Bellaboo’s will operate 
seven days a week, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ad-
mission hasn’t been determined. 

The only well-known facilities comparable 

to it are the Children’s Museum of Indianapo-
lis and the Crown Family Play Lab at The Field 
Museum in Chicago. Still, both of those facili-
ties are unlike the uniqueness that Bellaboo’s 
offers. Geared exclusively toward children from 
infancy through age eight, Bellaboo’s provides a 
range of hands-on activities, including a pretend 
restaurant and an art studio, helping stimulate 
intellectual growth, build motor skills and en-
hance social capabilities. Additionally, the facil-
ity features an outdoor element in which kids 
will learn about the environment thanks to a 
nearby lake. 

Learn thru Play
At its foundation, Bellaboo’s wants chil-

dren to learn through play. Research has shown 
that playing is a natural way for children to learn 
because it utilizes all senses. According to pub-
lished reports, playtime is a cognitive learning 
exercise where children practice taking in infor-
mation and organizing it to solve problems and 
understand their environment.

According to the Canadian Child Care 
Foundation, there are many links between play 
and learning:
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Schepel Commercial Trucks
3209 West Lincoln Highway 

Merrillville, IN 46410www.schepeltrucks.com

Specializing in:

• Dump Trucks
• Flatbeds
• Cargo Vans
• Box Trucks
• Service Bodies

Dave Hoekstra 
Commercial Vehicle 
Manager 
219-796-7991

Steve Doty 
Commercial Vehicle 
Sales & Leasing  
219-488-7263

“Last year for Tax Code 179”

• Play nurtures children’s creativity and 
problem solving capabilities
• Play stimulates the healthy development 
of children’s brains
• Play builds children’s strength and aids in 
emotional health
• Play allows children to acquire compe-
tence and skills that make them feel good 
about themselves
• Play provides the context in which chil-
dren learn how to behave, how to treat oth-
ers and social conventions
• Play permits opportunities to learn how 
to share and to cooperate

These elements collectively form the 
foundation for early childhood learning 
and prepare them to enter a school setting, 

and these building blocks make up the cor-
nerstone of Bellaboo’s. Many of the facil-
ity’s activities and programs are unstruc-
tured and allow children to learn through 
self-directed play. Whether it’s a building 
block play room or a pretend supermar-
ket, the children build motor, mental and 
social skills, along with becoming better 
acquainted with real world activities by ex-
periencing them at their level.

The 23,000-square-foot facility (2600 
Nevada St., Lake Station) features self-
directed play combined with adult-guided 
programs that allows kids to explore, cre-
ate and interact. Being that there is no such 
facility like Bellaboo’s in northern Indiana, 
officials expect it to be a considerable draw. 

The park department is projecting 250,000 
visitors annually, said Jim Basala, Superin-
tendent of Business Development at Lake 
County Parks and Recreation Department.

“I think we’ve got something here,” 
Basala said. “We get them in here once, 
knock their socks off with how cool it is 
and then we’ll get repeat business.”

Self-Sufficient
Interestingly, Bellaboo’s is the coun-

try’s first admission-based children’s dis-
covery play center developed by a public 
parks department. The idea behind Bel-
laboo’s was born out of planning sessions 

Children’s Cooking Area

Cafe

Water Room
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SHEET METAL MILLWRIGHT

&
Architectural

Dust Collection
Structural Steel

Certified Welding
Custom Metal Fab.
Platforms / Handrail

Ventilation
Chutes/Tanks

Conveyor Systems
Bearing Repair

Machining
Laser Alignment

Fan Repair
Concrete Coring

Leveling & Grouting
Equipment Setting

INC.

Metal Contractors specializing in:

,

Serving Northwest Indiana since 1964

(219) 931 -  4881
www.vansindustrial.com

Dave Van Camp, President Our customers are the Foundation of Northwest Indiana!

402 E. CHICAGO AVE.       EAST CHICAGO, IN.      46312
IN: 219-397-0254    IL: 773-768-0714   FAX: 219-398-6425

• BP Products North America
• Beemsterboer Slag
• Beta Steel Corp.
• Brandenburg Industrial
• Cargill Steel & Wire
• Cokenergy, LLC.
• Concrete Constructors
• Correct Construction Inc.
• Dietrich Industries Inc.
• Fluor Enterprises Inc.
• W.R. Grace & Co. – Conn.
• Graycor Industrial
• Hasse Construction Co.
• IHB Railroad & Co.
• Indiana Harbor Coke Co., LP
• INDOT Operations Eng.
• Mittal Steel USA Inc.
• Jupiter Aluminum Corp.
• Larson-Danielson 
   Construction
• Morrison Construction 
   Co. Inc.
• National Industrial 
   Maintenance

• NIPSCO
• Stevens Painton Corp.
• Pangere Corp.
• Powers & Son Construction
   Co., Inc.
• Praxair Inc.
• The American Group
• Reith-Riley Construction
   Co., Inc.
• Thyssenkrupp Safway Inc.
• Sargent Electric Co.
• Solid Platforms Inc.
• Aker Kvaerner Songer Inc.
• Superior Construction
• Thatcher Foundations Inc.
• The Ross Group Inc.
• Unilever
• Union Tank Car Co.
• U.S. Gypsum Co.
• USX Corp.
• Walsh Construction Co. 
   of Illinois
• Worthington Steel Co.

• BP Products North America• BP Products North America

Serving for over 100 Years!

more than six years ago. The project was 
part of a $30 million bond issue that includ-
ed the expansion of Deep River Waterpark 
and the acquisition of Cedar Creek Family 
Golf Center. 

Rather than relying heavily on tax 
dollars to support its programs, the Lake 
County Parks and Recreation Department 
has been increasingly focused on develop-
ing projects and programs that generate 
revenue for the park system.

“We don’t rely 100 percent on taxes, 
so if we want to do more, we have to find 
ways to do it other than tax dollars,” Basala 
said. “We’ll develop things that are revenue 
producers where it makes sense.”

Lake County park officials examined 
and evaluated existing park facilities in 
connection with community recreational 
needs and determined that small children 
were an underserved group. It led park 
officials to pursue the idea of a children’s 
edutainment facility.

“We want to make sure though that 
whatever we do it stays in line with our 
mission,” Basala said.

The park department hired White 
Hutchinson Leisure and Planning Group, 
a full-service architectural and site design 
company based in Missouri, to design the 

structure.
“Unfortunately, kids today are over 

scheduled and have overly structured en-
vironments that don’t allow for self-direct-
ed play,” White Hutchinson CEO Randy 
White said. “Children largely don’t have 
the opportunities today to learn about the 
world through play.”

Bellaboo’s, however, provides numer-
ous ways for kids to discover things about 
the outside world while having fun at the 
same time.

The sprawling facility contains indi-
vidual rooms built to the children’s scale 
in which kids move from one area to the 
next, engaging them in a variety of interac-
tive activities. Everything in Bellaboo’s is 
meant to be touched, moved, constructed 
and played with. It includes a block play 
room, a water room, a pretend kitchen, an 
art room, a dress-up room, a pretend su-
permarket, a pretend restaurant, a pretend 
house, a reading room, a train room and 
a soft play room (think McDonald’s play-
land). 

When designing other edutainment fa-
cilities around the country, White Hutchin-
son takes into account the mental and be-
havioral makeup of children.

“An important aspect for children’s 

use of the environment is that they are 
more interested in the process of using the 
environment than achieving an end result 
like adults do,” White said. “The ability 
children possess to interact with, control 
and transform their environment is very 
important to them.”

As a means of child protection, a brace-
let with the child’s name is given to the 
child and his or her guardian. Adult guard-
ians aren’t left out of the fun. A 180-seat 
restaurant area in the center of the facility 
allows adults to eat while at the same time 
watch the children play. Additionally, there 
are five, separate rooms that can rented for 
kids’ birthday parties or other occasions.

Construction Detail
Bringing this interactive paradise to 

life required a considerable amount of 
planning and detail. 

What was built was anything but a 
normal building. The steel framed build-
ing features an exterior that encompasses 
concrete, metal, stone and EIFS (synthetic 
stucco).

“We could have built a square box, but 
if you want to do something unique like 
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Information Technologies
Network Solutions at Work

555 Eastport Centre Drive • Valparaiso, IN
219-464-9999 • www.chesterinc.com

0% Financing. 100% HP.
12 months, 0% same-as-cash financing*.
The economy has slowed, but the demands on your business haven’t. Large and 
small companies alike are finding it harder to make the financial commitments 
needed to enhance or even maintain IT infrastructures. While the temptation is to 
make quick fixes, the fact is, such fixes sacrifice business performance and ultimately 
increase long-term costs.

Chester Information Technologies and HP Financial Services can help in a way 
that you may not have considered. We can help you invest in your business while 
preserving precious capital. For a limited time only, get the technology your business 
needs and the flexibility you deserve with our 12 months, 0% a same-
as-cash option for ownership. Contact us today to take advantage of 
this great offer. Hurry, this promotion ends April 30, 2009.

*Financing available through Hewlett-Packard Financial Services Company (HPFSC) to qualified commercial customers and is subject to 
credit approval and execution of standard HPFSC documentation. Offer valid through April 30, 2009 on transactions in the United States 
between $1500 and $150,000. Zero percent financing assumes transaction is documented as a lease with a $1 end-of-term purchase op-
tion, assuming lessee is not required to pay any nominal end-of-term purchase price at the end of the lease term and disregarding any 
charges payable by lessee other than rent payments (such as maintenance, taxes, fees and shipping charges). This offer cannot be combined 
with any other rebate, discount or promotion without prior approval by HP and HPFSC. Rates are based on customer’s credit rating, fi-
nancing terms, offering types, equipment type and options. Not all HP products are eligible for 0% lease rate. Not all customers may qual-
ify for these rates. Other restrictions may apply. HPFSC reserves the right to change or cancel this program at any time without notice.

this with curves, soft finishes and fiber optics, 
it takes time,” Basala said.

While a certain degree of attention had 
to be given to the 
building’s unusual 
outside, meticu-
lous detail had to 
be committed to 
the inside. That’s 
because the build-
ing’s primary oc-
cupants will not 
stand taller than 
48 inches. Nearly 
everything inside 
had to be designed 
and constructed 
with a small child 
in mind.

“Everything was built according to a child’s 
scale. As a result, you had to think outside the 
box and you had to pay closer attention to the 
drawings,” said Mike Bailey, whose company, 

Tonn and Blank 
C o n s t r u c t i o n , 
was the construc-
tion manager on 
the project.

Since the 
building’s design 
had to be tailored 
for small chil-
dren, it presented 
some challenges 
for general con-
tractor R.A. Sne-
mis Construc-

tion. The bathrooms and accompanying fixtures 
were built to a child’s scale. Certain doors and 

wall coverings possess curved designs 
that require more detail than normal de-
signs.

“We’ve never done anything like 
this before. It was like building a small 
house. Everything had to be built with 
the size of the child in mind. I thought 
everyone involved did a heck of a job,” 
R.A. Snemis Vice President Ray Snemis 
said.

In preparation for construction, 
10 feet of soil had to be removed and 
replaced with sand in fall 2006. After 
this site work was completed in spring 
2007, construction began on the facility 
and was completed in November 2008. 

Since that point, interior enhancements 
and installation have taken place, sig-
nage erected and landscaping elements 
completed. While the project took longer 
to finish than planned, park officials are 
pleased with the creation. Design and 
construction costs totaled $5 million.

Bellaboo’s is something you won’t 
find anywhere else in northern Indiana. 
Attracting children and their parents for 
an afternoon or more of fun should be a 
significant boon to the tourism industry.

For directions to Bellaboo’s, go to: 
buildingindiananews.com

”Bellaboo”

Water Play Room

Pretend Restaurant
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